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Summary of diagnoses and procedures carried out on a humanitarian basis at the Centre Cardio-Thoracique de Monaco



A promise for the future to be safeguarded

Thanks to the support of associations and donors, six children and one
young adult were hospitalised on a humanitarian basis at the Centre

Cardio-Thoracique de Monaco in 2025

Amongst the 6 children aged between 19 months and 9 years
and the young adult aged 20 years who were cared for on a

humanitarian basis at the CCM in 2025,

« 2 underwent preoperative cardiac catheterisation,

+  1young patient underwent a percutaneous closure of the ductus arteriosus.
The cost of the prosthesis required for this procedure was covered by a

supplier.
6 of the young patients underwent surgery:

« 2 fora ventricular septal defect (VSD),

« 1 for surgical closure of a VSD and an ASD, with tricuspid valve repair

during the same procedure,

« 1 for an aorto-left ventricular (LV) tunnel and a VSD closure,

« 1 for a Tetralogy of Fallot,

« 1 forlate revision of cardiac surgery for a congenital defect, with implantation
of a pulmonary homograft and reconstruction of the left ventricle.

for all these patients

At the CCM, Prof Sylvie Di Filippo, Former President of the Filiale
Cardio-Pédiatrique et Congénitale de la Société Frangaise de
Cardiologie (FCPC) and Dr Aude Missana, a paediatric cardiologist,
coordinate and provide paediatric cardiological follow-up care,
including to patients admitted on a humanitarian basis — which
is often particularly complex — alongside the CCM’s permanent
medical and surgical team, trained and experienced in paediatric
cardiological care led by Prof Eugenio Rosset..

Paediatric interventional procedures were performed by Dr Stefano
di Bernardo, from Lausanne, and several additional specialist
consultations were organised to meet the needs of each patient.
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The post-operative outcomes were favourable
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Paediatric cardiac surgery sessions at the CCM were mainly
performed by Professors René Prétre (Paediatric cardiac surgeon at
the CHUV in Lausanne and Chairman of the CCM Scientific Advisory
Board), Olivier Raisky (Hépital Necker, Paris), and Drs Olivier Metton
(Lyon) and Julia Mitchell.

Paediatric anaesthesia and intensive care were delivered by
Drs Catherine Binet, Nicolas Durand, Ludovic Grech and Sébastien
Leduc, members of permanent CCM staff.
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When treatment is impossible over there, hope is reborn here

Each host family offers invaluable assistance

For most young patients treated as part of humanitarian programmes, this out of the ordinary
care pathway starts with a serious pathology, often cardiac or thoracic, which is impossible to
treat within the necessary time frame in their country of origin.

Faced with the absence of treatment solutions locally, cardiologists send the child’s medical data to the
specialist team at the Centre Cardio-Thoracique de Monaco (CCM), which evaluates the feasibility of a
procedure and the medical possibility of transferring the patient

If the evaluation is positive, a solidarity network is mobilised: the humanitarian associations and donors
—in particular the Monaco Collectif Humanitaire (M.C.H.) — which coordinates the following steps with
the CCM:

+  contacting a host family,

«  assembling the administrative file necessary to obtain a medical treatment visa,

+ organising the round trip with the support of the association Aviation Sans Frontieres,
+  setting up a financial contribution for the treatment.

On arrival at Nice airport, the child is met by their host family, an invaluable
pillar of this humanitarian chain, without which this entire system could not
exist.

The medical pathway begins with an outpatient consultation at the CCM,
with a thorough clinical examination, a chest x-ray, an electrocardiogram and
echocardiography.

These examinations provide a complete anatomical, structural and functional
evaluation of the cardiopathy.

Other examinations, such as a CT scan or an MRI, may be prescribed preo-
peratively.

In addition, a haemodynamic assessment and catheterisation may prove
necessary to refine the diagnosis, in particular through the assessment of
pulmonary pressures, blood flows, and investigations for associated vascular
anomalies.

Depending on the nature of the cardiopathy and its repercussions,
treatment may consist of a non-surgical interventional procedure,
or more or less complex surgery, with or without the use of extra-
corporeal circulation- (ECC).

The young patients themselves personalise their “super hero”
cape, which accompanies them throughout their stay. A buggy
adapted to the smallest children allows them to go to some
treatments or examinations in a fun and calm way..

After the procedure, the child is cared for in the intensive care unit, before Children are kept under close cardiological monitoring throughout
being transferred for hospitalisation under continuous monitoring. their stay: firstly in hospital, then via outpatient appointments.

Once stabilised, the child rejoins their host family to begin their Medical treatment is adjusted according to clinical progression.

convalescence. Finally, the child’s return to their country of origin can only be
considered after validation by the Centre’s doctors, who ensure that
the child’s physical condition and local follow-up allow this.
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. . This  young patient underwent a joint operation performed
Countries of origin by  Professor René Prétre and Dr Armand  Eker.
of humanitarian patients Madagascar (3) He is pictured here with representatives of the Association Nationale
received at the CCM in 2025 Monégasque de I'Ordre Souverain Militaire de Malte which organised

and helped to arrange his treatment in Monaco..



Importance of donations made for patients in a humanitarian context
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donors and prosthesis suppliers

In 2025, the Association d’Etudes et de Recherche du Centre Cardio-Thoracique de Monaco received:

«  74.759.50 Euros from the Croix Rouge Monégasque, trésorier de I'association Monaco Collectif Humanitaire*, reversés au CCM au
titre de participation aux frais d’hospitalisation humanitaire.

«  16.546.56 Euros as a contribution to the hospitalisation costs of a young man from Montenegro from the Association Nationale
Monégasque de I'Ordre Souverain Militaire de Malte.

« 93.377,67 Euros donated by individuals, companies and associations, including Mrs Sophie Charbonnel and
Mr Cédric Ravel, Mr Jacques Orecchia, Mr Jean-Claude Tubino and his wife, the Association des Industries
Hételiéres de Monaco (AIHM), the Club Suisse de Monaco, the Fondation Le Petit Coeur, Femmes Leaders Monaco,
Venus Management Company S.A.M

We would like to warmly thank all donors, volunteers, participants and
associations, including the Association Nationale Monégasque de [I'Ordre
Souverain Militaire de Malte, for their considerable generosity, which has

supported the humanitarian activities for which the Centre Cardio-Thoracique || L Fondation Princesse
de Monaco receives regular requests. G a i IE I i é g - il'

(*) Under the aegis of LL. AA. SS. Prince Albert Il of Monaco and Princess Charlene, , the first
donors, and with the support of the Principality’s government, the Monaco Collectif Humanitaire
(www.mch.mc) has since 2008 brought together several operational Monegasque and French
associations allowing treatment to be provided for patients who lack medical care in their own
countries. This initiative, which began in Monaco in tribute to the generosity of HSH Prince Albert,
has since 2019 been almost entirely relocated to treatment centres that have been equipped and
trained in 4 partner countries: Madagascar, Mali, Burkina Faso and Senegal.
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Spearheaded by the Monaco Government’s Department of International Cooperation, the MCH e T

brings together the efforts of Monegasque NGOs and French partner associations: AMADE, e :&E _::u?

Amitié sans Frontieres International, Anna Pagani, AMREF Monaco, A.PP.0O., Caritas Monaco, &

Children & Future, Croix Rouge Monégasque, Fondation Princesse Grace, Kiwanis Monaco,

les Amis du Liban Monaco, Mission Enfance, Monaco Aide et Présence, Rotary Club de Monaco,

Société Saint Vincent de Paul, SEB, in partnership with Rencontres Africaines, Aviation Sans

Frontieres and Chaine de I'Espoir. They are actively supported by Mr Olivier Giroud, in his

capacity as MCH Ambassador and a major donor with his wife, Jennifer.

Article in Nice-Matin on January 3 2014

To support this healthcare initiative, Today Irina is 16 years old and in
you can send your donations to good health. Here she is after her
regular check-up with her cardiologist,
Dr Clara Alexandrescu.
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